
  

 
 
 
 

 
Dear Parents                                                                                                                          Oct 2020 
 

The children have settled into their new routines and school is operating well within the guidelines 

and restrictions which are for everyone’s benefit. I am aware that you have been very vigilant in 

keeping children off school if they present with a new cough. We would ask that if your child displays 

any gastro-intestinal symptom, such as stomach ache, vomiting, diarrhoea, sore throats or a high 

temperature that you keep them off for at least 48 hours. This additional care safeguards everyone in 

school until you are sure that your child is simply suffering common cold symptoms.  

 

It is vital, that as winter sets in, we do not become complacent with regards to our school hygiene and 

Covid-19 measures. We greatly value your support in these matters. Our school motto asserts that we 

Work, Play and Succeed TOGETHER and it is TOGETHER that we safeguard our whole school 

community. 
 

Parent / Teacher Interviews 
Parent / Teacher Interviews are deferred until the new year. 
 

We look forward to a set of Parent / Teacher Interviews, if possible, in the new year. By this stage, 

staff will have a detailed knowledge of each child and we will be looking towards revision and Class 

Tests in May.  
 

 

Eduspot / School Dinners 
The school has become cashless and the Eduspot system is working very well. We remind you that 

the online facility to book your child’s dinner for the next week goes live on a Friday. You have until 

Sunday night to book the dinners for the new week ahead.  
 

If anyone is still encountering difficulties with logging into Edupsot, please speak with Mrs 

Fitzpatrick in the School Office. 
 

 

Contacting the school 
Please use the following email address to contact the school should you or a member of your 

household contract Covid-19. It is essential to email the school at the weekend if a case is confirmed 

as this enables us to inform a class which may need to isolate. Please save this address to your contacts. 

 

info@waringstownps.co.uk 
 

 

School meals 
A school dinner costs £2.60 / day or £13.00 / week. 

Primary One children now stay for Dinner / Lunch as they stay in school to 2.00pm. 
 

Each month’s menu is posted on the school website. 
 

Meals continue to be served in the classroom bubbles. 
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Flu 
Flu vaccinations are scheduled for Mon 23 & Tues 24 November. 
 
 

 

Coats 
As winter approaches it is vital that in a well-ventilated classroom, children have layers of clothing 

ie under armour / vest, polo shirts, school sweat top and most importantly a coat for outdoor Break 

and Lunch play times. We will endeavour to be outdoors as much as possible; weather permitting. 
 
 

 

Free School Meals (Assistance Forms) 
Application Forms for assistance with Free School Meals and School Uniform are now available 

online from the Education Authority website. Only parents in receipt of Income Support, Income-

based Jobseeker’s Allowance, Pension Credit, Income-Related Employment and Support Allowance 

or Child Tax Credit are eligible to apply. (An annual taxable income will be applied to the criteria). 

It is very important to note that ALL PREVIOUS ENTITLEMENTS to free school meals expired on 

30 June 2020. No entitlements carry over to this school year.     Please re-apply! 
 
 

 

School Fund 
School Fund remains set at £25 / Term / family. It remains a voluntary 

contribution. Thank you for your overwhelming support of the school in 

what remains challenging financial times! This is paid through Eduspot 

similar to Snack / Dinner money. You will see that this voluntary 

contribution can be paid gradually over the full academic year. 
 

As a school, we have spent a significant amount of money to safeguard the 

children. School Fund has purchased the outdoor festival sinks which have 

proven to be a wonderful way of washing the children’s hands effectively 

after Break and Lunch routines. These are plumbed into the school’s hot 

water system and ensure thorough hand washing of the whole class before 

re-entering the building.  
 

 

 

Refresh of the Stationery Boxes 
Each month we ask that the stationery boxes go home for a deep clean and a refresh 

of the contents. It affords you, as parents, the opportunity to check the level of wipes 

and hand sanitiser within each child’s box. Please ensure the box comes back to 

school on the Monday following the deep clean. 
 

We are aware that it is difficult for children to transport items each day to school 

without a school bag. However, guidance states school bags should not be used and 

we do not wish to start using the communal Cloakrooms as this ‘mixes’ the class 

groups too much. To rotate access to the cloakrooms in addition to the toilet 

facilities would mean a great deal of valuable teaching time would be lost. 

 

We as a school are working very hard to limit the number of items going home daily! 

 

 

Easy Fundraising 

Currently the school has 98 supporters and they’ve raised the wonderful total of £707.94. We would 

encourage you all to go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/waringstownprimaryschool/ 

and join for free! There are no hidden catches. 
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Eco Schools - Sustrans 

We are delighted to announce that following an online assessment in 

June, we have now achieved the Sustrans School Mark Gold Award, an 

award we have been working towards for the past two years! Quoting 

from the letter we received, “It is clear that active school travel is truly 

embedded in the culture of Waringstown PS, and we would like to 

commend you for making such a positive difference in the lives of your pupils.”  Well done to all our 

pupils and parents who have helped us maintain a consistent level of active travel to and from our 

school.  

 

Since the beginning of October, P5 Mrs Peacocke have taken part in the ‘Translink Active Travel 

Challenge,’ and several classes are now taking part in our ‘Interclass Active Travel Competition.’ 

  

 

2.00pm Home time   (currently staggered to 1.45pm, 1.50pm and 1.55pm) 

The 2.00pm home time is always a cause for concern. 

It is most helpful if your child knows where you will be for collection time. Try and stand in the 

same place. It is very stressful for children and staff if you are collecting children from various points 

or gates. In order to help safeguard the children, three Classroom Assistants will be on duty in pink 

fluorescent waistcoats. Mrs A Parker will, as usual, be on duty at the Windsor Hill pedestrian gate. 

Mrs S Davidson will patrol the zebra crossing and Mrs N Parks will be on duty at the main school 

home path again in pink fluorescent waistcoats. Please note that in line with Education Authority 

guidelines staff may not step over our gate to ‘manage’ collections.  
 

It is important that children should return to these Classroom Assistants should they be 

unable to find you at home time. You will also be able to spot the assistants easily and 

find your child. These measures are in place to safeguard the children.  
 

 

 
 

Nursery / Windsor Hill / Windsor Lodge School Gate 
This gate will open at 8.40am and NOT before. 

Please be aware that the above is purely a pedestrian gate. For the health and safety of our children 

and all concerned we respectfully request that you do not ‘drop off’ or collect children via this gate if 

you are using your car.   
 
 

 

 

Dogs in the school grounds 
Please note that dogs, however small, should not be in the school grounds as some children are 

unsettled by their presence. A local school did have a serious incident involving a dog and a child 

last year and we do not wish this to occur in Waringstown Primary School. A number of parents have 

sought clarification on this point. Thank you for your co-operation. This is a Health & Safety Notice 

on behalf of the school. We would also ask that you DO NOT allow children to pet or stroke your 

dog! 
 

 

 

Absence Notes 
Absence notes are available if and when required from the Resources tab of the school website. 

Simply click Resources, Downloads and Forms to access the absence sheet / note. 
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School Uniform 
Please clearly label every item of clothing. 
 
 

 

 

Finally, be assured that the staff and I greatly value your continued support in all school matters. 

 

 

 
 

C McCambley 

(Principal) 

 

 
 

Child  Protection Team 
WPS 

Nursery  

Unit 

Foundation Stage 

 

(Primary 1 & 2) 

Key Stage One 

 

(Primary 3 & 4) 

Key Stage Two 

 

(Primary 5 - 7) 

Principal 

Mrs C Emerson 
(Deputy Designated 

Teacher for  

Child Protection) 

Mrs J Brown 
(Deputy Designated 

Teacher for  

Child Protection) 

Mr M Gault 
(Designated Teacher 

for  

Child Protection) 

Mrs S Sloan 
(Deputy Designated 

Teacher for  

Child Protection) 

Mr C McCambley 
(Member of the Child 

Protection Team) 

Child Protection Governors 
 

Mr T McKay 
 

 

Mrs H Wan 

Asthma Register … Child’s name _____________________  Class teacher: _________________ 
My child has been diagnosed as suffering from asthma. I would like to add their name to the school’s Asthma Register. I will 

provide a spare inhaler for the school asap. 

End of August & September’s  Attendance … approx 95% 
 


